WOBBLIES AND
ZAPATISTAS

Conversations on Anarchism, Marxism
and Radical History
Staughton Lynd and Andrej Grubacic
Wobblies and Zapatistas offers the reader an encounter between two
generations and two traditions. Andrej Grubacic is an anarchist from the
Balkans. Staughton Lynd is a lifelong paciﬁst, inﬂuenced by Marxism. They
meet in dialogue in an effort to bring together the anarchist and Marxist
traditions, to discuss the writing of history by those who make it, and to remind
us of the idea that “my country is the world.” Encompassing a Left libertarian
perspective and an emphatically activist standpoint, these conversations are
meant to be read in the clubs and afﬁnity groups of the new Movement.
The authors accompany us on a journey through modern revolutions, direct
actions, anti-globalist counter summits, Freedom Schools, Zapatista cooperatives,
Haymarket and Petrograd, Hanoi and Belgrade, “intentional” communities,
wildcat strikes, early Protestant communities, Native American democratic
practices, the Workersʼ Solidarity Club of Youngstown, occupied factories,
self-organized councils and soviets, the lives of forgotten revolutionaries,
Quaker meetings, antiwar movements, and prison rebellions. Neglected and
forgotten moments of interracial self-activity are brought to light. The book
invites the attention of readers who believe that a better world, on the other
side of capitalism and state bureaucracy, may indeed be possible.
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Staughton Lynd taught American history at Spelman College and Yale
University. He was director of Freedom Schools in the 1964 Mississippi
Freedom Summer. An early leader of the movement against the Vietnam War,
he was blacklisted and unable to continue as an academic. He then became
a lawyer, and in this capacity has assisted rank-and-ﬁle workers and prisoners
for the past 30 years.
Andrej Grubacic is a dissident from the Balkans. A radical historian and
sociologist, he is the author of Globalization and Refusal and the forthcoming
titles: Hidden History of American Democracy and The Staughton Lynd
Reader. A fellow traveler of Zapatista-inspired direct action movements, and
a co-founder of Global Balkans Network and Balkan Z Magazine, he is a
visiting professor of sociology at the University of San Francisco.

REVIEW

“Hereʼs a book that demonstrates not only that another world is possible,
but that it already exists, has existed, and shows an endless potential to burst
through the artiﬁcial walls and divisions that currently imprison us. An exquisite
contribution to the literature of human freedom, and coming not a moment too
soon.”—David Graeber, author of Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology
and Direct Action: An Ethnography
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