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Kuwasi Balagoon was a participant in the Black Liberation struggle from the 1960s
until his death in prison in 1986. A member of the Black Panther Party and defen-
dant in the infamous Panther 21 case, Balagoon went underground with the Black
Liberation Army (BLA). Captured and convicted of various crimes against the State,
he spent much of the 1970s in prison, escaping twice. After each escape, he went
underground and resumed BLA activity.

Balagoon was unusual for his time in several ways. He combined anarchism with
Black nationalism, he broke the rules of sexual and political conformity that sur-
rounded him, he took up arms against the white supremacist State—all the while
never shying away from developing his own criticisms of the weaknesses within
the movements. His eloquent trial statements and political writings, as much as
his poetry and excerpts from his prison letters, are all testimony to a sharp and
iconoclastic revolutionary who was willing to make hard choices and fully accept
the consequences.

Balagoon was captured for the last time in December 1981, charged with participat-
ing in an armored truck expropriation in West Nyack, New York, an action in which
two police officers and a money courier were killed. Convicted and sentenced to life
imprisonment, he died of an AIDS-related illness on December 13, 1986.

The first part of this book consists of contributions by those who knew or were
touched by Balagoon. The second section consists of court statements and essays
by Balagoon himself, including several documents that were absent from previous
editions and have never been published before. The third section consists of excerpts
from letters Balagoon wrote while in prison. A final fourth section consists of a
historical essay by Akinyele Umoja and an extensive intergenerational roundtable
discussion of the significance of Balagoon’s life and thoughts today.

ABOUT THE CONTRIUTORS

Kuwasi Balagoon was a defendant in the Panther 21 case in 1969 and a member
of the Black Liberation Army. Captured and convicted of various crimes against the
State, he spent much of the 1970s in prison, escaping twice. After each escape, he
went underground and resumed BLA activity. He was captured for the last time in
December 1981, charged with participating in an armored truck expropriation in
West Nyack, New York, on October 21 of that year, an action in which two police
officers and a money courier were killed. Convicted and sentenced to life imprison-
ment, he died of an AIDS-related illness on December 13, 1986.

Matt Meyer is a New York City-based educator, organizer, and author who serves
as War Resisters’ International Africa Support Network Coordinator, and who
represents the International Peace Research Association at the United Nations
Economic and Social Council. A former draft registration resister, Meyer’s extensive
human rights work has included support for all political prisoners and prisoners of
conscience, solidarity with Puerto Rico and the Black Liberation Movement, and
board membership on the A.J. Muste Memorial Institute.

Karl Kersplebedeb is a Montreal-based publisher and distributor of anti-imperialist,
anti-capitalist, and anti-patriarchal literature as well as a longtime anti-prison activ-
ist. Working with comrades to publish the first edition of A Soldier’s Story in 2001
remains one of the accomplishments he is happiest about.

“To araphvase Che, W need two, thee, many more Kuwasi Balagonns'in order to get free o the hains thatbindus.” — SANYIKA SHAKUR
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