SOBER LIVING FOR
THE REVOLUTION

Hardcore Punk, Straight Edge, and Radical Politics
Gabriel Kuhn

Straight edge has persisted as a drug-free, hardcore punk subculture for
25 years. lts political legacy remains ambiguous and it is often associated
with self-righteous macho posturing and conservative Puritanism. While
certain elements of straight edge culture feed into such perception, the
culture’s political history is far more complex. Since straight edge’s origins
in Washington, D.C. in the early 1980s, it has been linked to radical thought
and action by countless individuals, bands, and entire scenes. Sober Living
for the Revolution traces this history. It includes contributions by famed
straight edge punk rockers like lan MacKaye (of Minor Threat/Fugazi),
Dennis Lyxzén (Refused/The (International) Noise Conspiracy), and Andy
Hurley (Fall Out Boy); legendary bands like ManlLiftingBanner and Point
of No Return; radical collectives like Crimethinc. and Alpine Anarchist
Productions; and numerous other artists and activists dedicated as much to
sober living as to the fight for a better world.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Gabriel Kuhn (born in Innsbruck, Austria, 1972) lives as an independent
auvthor and translator in Stockholm, Sweden. He received a Ph.D. in
philosophy from the University of Innsbruck in 1996, following a four-year
semi-professional soccer career. His numerous publications include Women
Pirates and the Politics of the Jolly Roger (with Ulrike Klausmann and
Marion Meinzerin, 1997), the Alpine Anarchist pamphlet series, and the
award-winning ‘Neuver Anarchismus’ in den USA: Seattle und die Folgen
(2008). His publications with PM Press include the anthology Life Under
the Jolly Roger: Reflections on Golden Age Piracy (2009) and the Gustav
Landauer reader Revolution and Other Writings (2009).

ACCOLADES

“Perhaps the greatest reason | am still committed to sXe [straight edge]
is an unfailing belief that sXe is more than music, that it can be a force of
change. | believe in the power of sXe as a bridge to social change, as an
opportunity to create a more just and sustainable world.”

—Ross Haenfler, Professor of Sociology at the University of Mississippi,
author of Straight Edge: Clean-Living Youth, Hardcore Punk, And Social
Change

“An ‘ecstatic sobriety’ which combats the dreariness of one and the
bleariness of the other—false pleasure and false discretion alike—is
analogous to the anarchism that confronts both the false freedom offered
by capitalism and the false community offered by communism.”
—Crimethlnc. Ex-Workers’ Collective
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