THE REVOLUTION OF
EVERYDAY LIFE

Raoul Vaneigem ° Translated by Donald Nicholson-Smith

Originally published just months before the May 1968 upheavals in France,
The Revolution of Everyday Life offered a lyrical and aphoristic critique of
the “society of the spectacle” from the point of view of individual experience.
Whereas Guy Debord’s masterful analysis of the new historical conditions
that triggered the uprisings of the 1960s armed the revolutionaries of the
time with theory, Vaneigem described their feelings of desperation directly,
arming them with “formulations capable of firing pointblank on our enemies.”

“I realize,” writes Vaneigem in his introduction, “that | have given subjective
will an easy time in this book, but let no one reproach me for this without first
considering the extent to which the objective conditions of the contemporary
world advance the cause of subjectivity day after day.”

Vaneigem names and defines the alienating features of everyday life in con-
sumer society: survival rather than life, the call to sacrifie, the cultivation of
false needs, the dictatorship of the commodity, subjection to social roles, and
above all the replacement of God by the Economy. And in the second part
of his book, “Reversal of Perspective,” he explores the countervailing im-
pulses that, in true dialectical fashion, persist within the deepest alienation:
creativity, spontaneity, poetry, and the path from isolation to communication
and participation.

For “to desire a different life is already that life in the making” and “fulfill-
ment is expressed in the singular but conjugated in the plural.”

This new edition of The Revolution of Everyday Life has been reviewed and
corrected by the translator and contains a new preface addressed to English-
language readers by Raoul Vaneigem. The book is the first of several trans-
lations of works by Vaneigem that PM Press plans to publish in uniform vol-
umes. Vaneigem's classic work is to be followed by The Knight, the Lady, the
Devil, and Death and The Inhumanity of Religion.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Raoul Vaneigem was born in 1934 and grew up in the wake of World War
Il in a working-class, socialist, and anticlerical milieu. He studied Romance
philology at the Free University of Brussels and embarked on a teaching ca-
reer that he later abandoned in favor of writing. In late 1960, Vaneigem
was introduced to Guy Debord by Henri Lefebvre, and soon after he joined
the Situationist International, which Debord and his comrades-in-arms had

founded not long before. He remained in the group throughout the decade
of the 1960s.

ABOUT THE TRANSLATOR

Born in Manchester, England, Donald Nicholson-Smith is a longtime resi-
dent of New York City. As a young man he was a member of the Situationist
International (1965-67), and his translations include Guy Debord’s The
Society of the Spectacle (Zone) and Henri Lefebvre’s The Production of Space
(Blackwell), as well as works by Jean-Patrick Manchette, Thierry Jonquet,
and Paco Ignacio Taibo II.
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PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with a veteran staff boasting
a wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create radical and
stimulating fiction and non-fiction books, pamphlets, t-shirts, and visual and audio
materials to entertain, educate, and inspire you. We aim to distribute these through

every available channel with every available technology.



