THE RED ARMY FACTION
A Documentary History
Volume 1: Projectiles For the People
J. Smith and André Moncourt
The ﬁrst in a two-volume series, as part of a co-publishing project between
PM Press and Kersplebedeb, is by far the most in-depth political history of
the Red Army Faction ever made available in English.
Projectiles for the People starts its story in the days following World War
II, showing how American imperialism worked hand in glove with the old
pro-Nazi ruling class, shaping West Germany into an authoritarian anticommunist bulwark and launching pad for its aggression against Third
World nations. The volume also recounts the opposition that emerged from
intellectuals, communists, independent leftists, and then—explosively—the
radical student movement and countercultural revolt of the 1960s.
It was from this revolt that the Red Army Faction emerged, an underground
organization devoted to carrying out armed attacks within the Federal
Republic of Germany, in the view of establishing a tradition of illegal,
guerilla resistance to imperialism and state repression. Through its bombs
and manifestos the RAF confronted the state with opposition at a level many
activists today might ﬁnd difﬁcult to imagine.
This volume presents all of the manifestos and communiqués issued by the
RAF between 1970 and 1977, from Andreas Baaderʼs prison break, through
the 1972 May Offensive and the 1975 hostage-taking in Stockholm, to the
desperate, and tragic, events of the “German Autumn” of 1977. The RAFʼs
three main manifestos—The Urban Guerilla Concept, Serve the People, and
Black September—are included, as are important interviews with Spiegel
and le Monde Diplomatique, and a number of communiqués and court
statements explaining their actions.

ACCOLADES

“Of all the revolutionary organizations to have been forged by the socalled sixties generation, the German Red Army Faction has been perhaps
the most mythologized and maligned. Here at last is their story, told in
their own words…This is essential material for anyone wishing to know
what they did, why they did it, and to draw consequent lessons from their
experience.”
—Ward Churchill author of On the Justice of Roosting Chickens
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PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with a veteran staff boasting
a wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create radical and
stimulating ﬁction and non-ﬁction books, pamphlets, t-shirts, visual and audio materials to
entertain, educate and inspire you. We aim to distribute these through every available
channel with every available technology.

