Occult Features of Anarchism
With Attention to the Conspiracy of Kings and the
Conspiracy of the Peoples
Erica Lagalisse • Foreword: Barbara Ehrenreich
In the nineteenth century anarchists were accused of conspiracy by governments afraid of revolution, but in the current century various “conspiracy theories” suggest that anarchists are controlled by government itself. The Illuminati
were a network of intellectuals who argued for self-government and against
private property, yet the public is now often told that they were (and are) the
very group that controls governments and defends private property around the
world. Intervening in such misinformation, Lagalisse works with primary and
secondary sources in multiple languages to set straight the history of the Left
and illustrate the actual relationship between revolutionism, pantheistic occult
philosophy, and the clandestine fraternity.
Exploring hidden correspondences between anarchism, Renaissance magic,
and New Age movements, Lagalisse also advances critical scholarship regarding leftist attachments to secular politics. Inspired by anthropological fieldwork
within today’s anarchist movements, her essay challenges anarchist atheism
insofar as it poses practical challenges for coalition politics in today’s world.
Studying anarchism as a historical object, Occult Features of Anarchism also
shows how the development of leftist theory and practice within clandestine
masculine public spheres continues to inform contemporary anarchist understandings of the “political,” in which men’s oppression by the state becomes
the prototype for power in general. Readers behold how gender and religion
become privatized in radical counterculture, a historical process intimately
linked to the privatization of gender and religion by the modern nation-state.
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“This is surely the most creative and exciting, and possibly the most important,
work to come out on either anarchism or occultism in many a year. It should
give rise to a whole new field of intellectual study.”
—David Graeber, professor of anthropology at the London School of
Economics and Political Science, author of Debt: The First 5000 Years
“A tour de force. Any self-respecting radical should know this history, right
down to the dirty history of the ‘A for anarchism’ sign from its location within
Freemasonry and magic. Ripping apart with historical detail our contemporary
common sense we learn the tactics of how elite radicals claim power through
difference. The significance of this history for the politics of now should not be
underestimated and most certainly more widely known. Essential reading.”
—Beverley Skeggs, director of the Atlantic Fellows programme at the
International Inequalities Institute of the London School of Economics
and Political Science, author of Class, Self, Culture
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