
A More Graceful 
Shaboom
Jacinta Bunnell • Illustrator: Crystal Vielula
A gender nonbinary protagonist named Harmon Jitney finds their joy and 
purpose in a magical satchel which leads to an extraordinary, previously 
undiscovered universe. This book features LGBTQAI+ characters seamlessly 
woven into a delightful, imagination-sparking story, without overtly being 
a lesson book about gender and sexual orientation. Follow Harmon as 
they unlock the key to their own inner happiness and sense of community.
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ACCOLADES
“A More Graceful Shaboom is what would happen if Remy Charlip and 
Freddy Mercury had a baby. It’s what would happen if you could live in 
Narnia and Woodstock at the same time. It’s what would happen if the 
idea of inclusiveness was taken to the outer edges of the universe. There’s 
room enough for everyone, plus there’s a disco ball. That’s enough for me.”

—Brian Selznick, author and illustrator of The Invention of Hugo Cabret

“I loved A More Graceful Shaboom! This hilarious, sweet, and witty book 
will open hearts and minds to the many possibilities beyond what’s expected 
and constrained by society. Harmon’s quest for a purse—something to hold 
their many treasures—will resonate with anyone who has ever searched for 
a way to make the world a little more beautiful.”

—Jen Doll, author of Unclaimed Baggage

“Jacinta Bunnell’s nonsense world—where children control the backhoes 
and there’s a purse for every occasion—will be uncannily familiar to kid 
and adult readers, since it’s the very world we live in, with a few fabulous 
alterations. Each time I read it I can’t wait to go back.”

—Cory Silverberg, author of What Makes a Baby

“It’s often been said that you can’t be it, unless you see it, but the queer 
youth of today are often busy being whatever it is by the time they finally 
see it represented out there in the world. The classification they choose or 
the person with whom they identify presents itself as an affirmation rather 
than an inspiration. A More Graceful Shaboom is a major affirmation to 
anyone who identifies as non-binary—and an inspiration to us all.” 

—James Lecesne, co-founder of the Trevor Project
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