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In the tumultuous year of 1969, amid music festivals and moon landings, assassinations and
million-person antiwar mobilizations, twenty-one members of the militant New York branch
of the Black Panther Party (BPP) were rounded up and indicted on multiple charges of vio-
lent acts and conspiracies. They were charged with plans to blow up a variety of sites—from
a police station in Manhattan to the Queens offices of the Board of Education and the Bronx
Botanical Gardens. Though some among the New York Panther 21 (NY 21) had hardly even
met one another, the group was gathered together as an obvious attempt by the FBI, in co-
operation with city and state authorities, to discredit, disrupt, and destroy the organization
which was attracting so many young people across the world. In the ensuing preparation for
a trial that would become the longest and most expensive in New York’s history at the time,
information came out about the FBI's illegal Counterintelligence Program (COINTELPRO), as
members of the BPP were assassinated, forced into exile, framed, and set against each other.

In the case of the NY 21, splits between the California-based Huey Newton and Bobby
Seale, and the New York-based Panthers, who had a more internationalist and clandes-
tine approach, became hostile and murderous. At the same time, solidarity for the 21 ex-
tended well beyond predictable Black Liberation circles, including a cocktail party fund-
raiser hosted by Leonard Bernstein which was infamously derided in mainstream media
reports. Support for the 21 also included publication of the collective autobiography Look
for Me in the Whirlwind, which is reprinted for the first time in this volume.

At a moment when the burgeoning Black Lives Matter movement recites a daily “We Have
a Duty to Win” affirmation penned by exiled revolutionary Assata Shakur, the member-
ship of the NY 21—which includes the mother of Tupac Shakur, two of those charged with
assisting in the prison escape of Assata, and one Panther who, at age eighty, remains in
prison despite having served more than forty years—is largely forgotten and unknown. Their
legacy, however—reflected upon here in this special edition—provides essential truths which
have remained largely hidden, even in the myriad books and movies of Black Panther nos-
talgia and mythology. The voices of the Panthers contained in these pages resonate today
because they boldly confront, with creativity and candor, both their own history and our
deepest challenges today.
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