COINTELSHOW
A Patriot Act, Second Edition

L.M. Bogad
Introduction by Guillermo Gómez-Peña
Inform yourself! Inform on your neighbor!
Follow Special Agent Christian White on a cheerfully creepy tour of
declassified government surveillance documents. White probes the
redacted (blacked-out) texts of the FBI’s notorious Counterintelligence
Programs, searching for the words erased in the name of the Freedom
of Information Act.
Learn fun techniques for the infiltration of activist groups, how to earn
benefits and a pension as an agent provocateur, and how to, in the words
of J. Edgar Hoover, “expose, disrupt, misdirect, discredit or otherwise
neutralize” your neighbors!
These are our tax dollars at work, folks; we might as well enjoy it.
This script has been performed by writer/activist L.M. Bogad in theatres,
galleries, labor halls, and community centers for the past twelve years.
The pamphlet also includes a preface by Guillermo Gómez-Peña, a
companion essay by Bogad about the history of domestic surveillance/
harassment, and a “how to” for would-be performers of the script.
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Lawrence Bogad works on the intersection between art and activism, and
on the role of humor and imagination in organizing social movements.
His book, Electoral Guerrilla Theatre: Radical Ridicule and Social
Movements, is an international study of performance artists who run for
public office as a prank. Bogad’s produced plays have covered topics
such as the Haymarket Square Confrontation, the FBI’s COINTELPRO
activities, the Pinochet coup in Chile, and global climate chaos. He is
a veteran of the Lincoln Center Theatre Director’s Laboratory, and a
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draw greater public attention to the Copenhagen Climate Summit and
the larger issues of climate change.
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“This play is important for activists and apathetics, clergymen and clerks,
artists and engineers…all of us, because we all have good reason to ask
‘Who Watches the Watchmen?’ As Bogad makes all too clear, it will
have to be us.” —The Yes Men (Andy Bichlbaum and Mike Bonanno)
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“The Left can also laugh, even at the worst of circumstances... Audiences
will chuckle along as they engage with this creative teach-in/manifesto
on how to challenge, subvert, and educate ourselves about our country’s
ever-growing ‘Patriot Acts.’” —Benjamin Shepard, PhD., author of Queer
Political Performance and Protest: Play, Pleasure and Social Movements
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