
PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with a veteran staff boasting a 
wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create radical and stimulating 
fiction and non-fiction books, pamphlets, T-shirts, and visual and audio materials to entertain, 
educate, and inspire you. 

SUBJECT CATEGORY
History-Europe/Politics

PRICE
$21.95

ISBN
978-1-60486-683-4

PAGE COUNT
336

SIZE
9 x 6

FORMAT
Paperback

PUBLICATION DATE
07/14

DISTRIBUTED BY
Independent Publishers Group

(312) 337-0747
www.ipgbook.com

DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK/EUROPE BY
Turnaround Publisher Services Ltd

t: 020 8829 3000
orders@turnaround-uk.com

°  PM PRESS  °
P.O. Box 23912 • Oakland, CA 94623

www.pmpress.org
info@pmpress.org
(510) 658-3906

The City Is Ours
Squatting and Autonomous Movements in Europe 
from the 1970s to the Present
Edited by Bart van der Steen, Ask Katzeff, and 
Leendert van Hoogenhuijze
Foreword by George Katsiaficas and Geronimo
Squatters and autonomous movements have been in the forefront of radical 
politics in Europe for nearly a half-century—from struggles against urban re-
newal and gentrification, to large-scale peace and environmental campaigns, 
to spearheading the antiausterity protests sweeping the continent.

Through the compilation of the local movement histories of eight different cit-
ies—including Amsterdam, Berlin, and other famous centers of autonomous in-
surgence along with underdocumented cities such as Poznan and Athens—The 
City Is Ours paints a broad and complex picture of Europe’s squatting and au-
tonomous movements.

Each chapter focuses on one city and provides a clear chronological narrative 
and analysis accompanied by photographs and illustrations. The chapters focus 
on the most important events and developments in the history of these move-
ments. Furthermore, they identify the specificities of the local movements and 
deal with issues such as the relation between politics and subculture, generational 
shifts, the role of confrontation and violence, and changes in political tactics. 

All chapters are written by politically-engaged authors who combine academic 
scrutiny with accessible writing. Readers with an interest in the history of the newest 
social movements will find plenty to mull over here. Contributors include Nazima 
Kadir, Gregor Kritidis, Claudio Cattaneo, Enrique Tudela, Alex Vasudevan, Needle 
Collective and the Bash Street Kids, René Karpantschof, Flemming Mikkelsen, Lucy 
Finchett-Maddock, Grzegorz Piotrowski, and Robert Foltin.

ABOUT THE EDITORS
Bart van der Steen studied history at Leiden University and wrote his PhD at 
the European University Institute in Florence, where he studied the squatter 
and autonomous movements in Amsterdam and Hamburg during the 1980s. In 
2012, he finished his PhD thesis, titled Between Street Fight and Stadtguerrilla: 
The Autonomous Movement in Amsterdam and Hamburg During the 1980s.

Ask Katzeff studied at Copenhagen University, where he specialized in the poli-
tics and practice of the alterglobalization movement. He is coeditor of the jour-
nals Arbejderhistorie and Øjeblikket and currently works as a PhD researcher 
at Copenhagen University, focusing on the interaction between urban develop-
ment and squatting in Europe from the 1970s onward.

Leendert van Hoogenhuijze studied history at Leiden University and is coeditor 
of the Dutch socialist annual Kritiek.

ACCOLADES
“One of the best books on squatting in English language. An immensely useful, 
wide-ranging, and insightful book about a fascinating part of radical history. 
PM Press has finally made it possible for American activists to understand the 
hidden history of housing.”

—Andrej Grubacic, coauthor of Wobblies and Zapatistas: Conversations 
on Anarchism, Marxism and Radical History


