calling all heroes
A Manual for Taking Power
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Translated by Gregory Nipper
The euphoric idealism of grassroots reform and the tragic reality of
revolutionary failure are at the center of this speculative novel that opens
with a real historical event. On October 2, 1968, 10 days before the
Summer Olympics in Mexico, the Mexican government responds to a
student demonstration in Tlatelolco by firing into the crowd, killing more than
200 students and civilians and wounding hundreds more. The massacre of
Tlatelolco was erased from the official record as easily as authorities washing
the blood from the streets, and no one was ever held accountable.
It is two years later and Nestor, a journalist and participant in the fateful events,
lies recovering in the hospital from a knife wound. His fevered imagination
leads him in the collection of facts and memories of the movement and its
assassination in the company of figures from his childhood. Nestor calls on
the heroes of his youth—Sherlock Holmes, Doc Holliday, Wyatt Earp and
D’Artagnan among them—to join him in launching a new reform movement
conceived by his intensely active imagination.
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“I am his number one fan… I can always lose myself in one of his novels
because of their intelligence and humor. My secret wish is to become one
of the characters in his fiction, all of them drawn from the wit and wisdom
of popular imagination. Yet make no mistake, Paco Taibo—sociologist and
historian—is recovering the political history of Mexico to offer a vital,
compelling vision of our reality.”
—Laura Esquivel, author of Like Water for Chocolate
“The real enchantment of Mr. Taibo’s storytelling lies in the wild and
melancholy tangle of life he sees everywhere.”
—New York Times Book Review
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