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Between Earth  
and Empire
From the Necrocene to the Beloved Community
John P. Clark • Foreword: Peter Marshall
Between Earth and Empire focuses on the crucial position of humanity at the 
present moment in Earth history. We are now in the midst of the Necrocene, 
an epoch of death and mass extinction. Nearing the end of the long history 
of Empire and domination, we are faced with the choice of either continu-
ing the path of social and ecological disintegration or initiating a new era 
of social and ecological regeneration.

The book shows that conventional approaches to global crisis on both the 
right and the left have succumbed to processes of denial and disavowal, 
either rejecting the reality of crisis entirely or substituting ineffectual but 
comforting gestures and images for deep, systemic social transformation. 
It is argued that large-scale social and ecological regeneration must be 
rooted in communities of liberation and solidarity, fostering personal and 
group transformation so that a culture of awakening and care can emerge.

Between Earth and Empire explores examples of significant progress in this 
direction, including the Zapatista movement in Chiapas, the Democratic 
Autonomy Movement in Rojava, indigenous movements in defense of the 
commons, the solidarity economy movement, and efforts to create liberated 
base communities and affinity groups within anarchism and other radical 
social movements. In the end, the book presents a vision of hope for so-
cial and ecological regeneration through the rebirth of a libertarian and 
communitarian social imaginary, and the flourishing of a free cooperative 
community globally.
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ACCOLADES
“Whether in Rojava where women are fighting for their people’s survival, or in 
the loss and terror of New Orleans after the Katrina flood, Clark finds models 
of communality, care, and hope. Finely reasoned and integrative, tracing the 
dialectical play of institution and ethos, ideology and imaginary, this book will 
speak to philosophers and activists alike.” 

—Ariel Salleh, author of Ecofeminism as Politics


