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Anarchy, Geography, Modernity is the first comprehensive introduction to the
thought of Elisée Reclus, the great anarchist geographer and political theorist.
It shows him to be an extraordinary figure for his age. Not only an anarchist
but also a radical feminist, anti-racist, ecologist, animal rights advocate, cultural
radical, nudist, and vegetarian. Not only a major social thinker but also a
dedicated revolutionary.

The work analyses Reclus’ greatest achievement, a sweeping historical
and theoretical synthesis recounting the story of the earth and humanity
as an epochal struggle between freedom and domination. It presents his
groundbreaking critique of all forms of domination: not only capitalism, the
state, and authoritarian religion, but also patriarchy, racism, technological
domination, and the domination of nature. His crucial insights on the interrelation
between personal and small-group transformation, broader cultural change,
and large-scale social organization are explored. Reclus’ ideas are presented
both through detailed exposition and analysis, and in extensive translations of
key texts, most appearing in English for the first time.

ABOUT ELISEE RECLUS

Elisée Reclus (1830-1905) was a renowned French geographer, writer, and
anarchist. He produced his 19-volume masterwork La Nouvelle Géographie
universelle, la terre et les hommes (“Universal Geography”), over a period of
nearly 20 years (1875-1894). In 1892 he was awarded the prestigious Gold
Medal of the Paris Geographical Society for this work, despite having been
banished from France because of his political activism.

ABOUT THE EDITORS

John P. Clark is an eco-communitarian anarchist theorist and activist. He lives and
works in New Orleans, where his family has been for twelve generations. He
is Director of La Terre Institute for Community and Ecology, which is located on
Bayou La Terre, in the forest of coastal Mississippi. He is the author or editor of
fourteen books, most recently The Tragedy of Common Sense (Changing Suns
Press). He writes a column, “Imagined Ecologies,” for the journal Capitalism
Nature Socialism, and edits the cyberjournal Psychic Swamp: The Surregional
Review. He was formerly Curtin Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at Loyola
University. Over three-hundred of his texts can be found at https://loyno.aca-
demia.edu/JohnClark.

Camille Martin is a poet and collage artist living in Toronto. She is the author of
four books of poetry, most recently Looms and Sonnets. She holds an MFA in
poetry from the University of New Orleans and a Ph.D. in English from Louisiana
State University. She is the founder of Rogue Embryo, a literary blog. Her work
may be viewed at her website: http://www.camillemartin.ca.

ACCOLADES

“Reclus’ light brought into anarchism’s compass not only a focus on ecology, but a

struggle against both patriarchy and racism, contributions which can now be fully

appreciated thanks to John Clark’s exegesis and translations of works previously

unavailable in English. No serious reader can afford to neglect this book.”
—Dana Ward, Pitzer College
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PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with a veteran staff boasting
a wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create radical and
stimulating fiction and non-fiction books, pamphlets, t-shirts, and visual and audio
materials to entertain, educate, and inspire you. We aim to distribute these through

every available channel with every available technology.



