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Poets and Writers Respond to the March 5th, 2007,
Bombing of Baghdad’s “Street of the Booksellers”
Edited by Beau Beausoleil and Deema Shehabi
On March 5th, 2007, a car bomb was exploded on al-Mutanabbi Street in
Baghdad. More than thirty people were killed and more than one hundred
were wounded. This locale is the historic center of Baghdad bookselling, a
winding street filled with bookstores and outdoor book stalls. Named after the
famed 10th-century classical Arab poet al-Mutanabbi, it has been the heart
and soul of the Baghdad literary and intellectual community. This anthology
begins with a historical introduction to al-Mutanabbi Street and includes the
writing of Iraqis as well as a wide swath of international poets and writers
who were outraged by this attack.
This book seeks to show where al-Mutanabbi Street starts in all of us:
personally, in our communities, and in our nations. It seeks to show the
commonality between this small street in Baghdad and our own cultural
centers, and why this attack was an attack on us all. This anthology sees
al-Mutanabbi Street as a place for the free exchange of ideas; a place that
has long offered its sanctuary to the complete spectrum of Iraqi voices. This is
where the roots of democracy (in the best sense of that word) took hold many
hundreds of years ago. This anthology looks toward al-Mutanabbi Street as
an affirmation of all that we hope for in a more just society.
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ACCOLADES

“This anthology celebrates the exquisite relationship between the book and the
reader, humanity and culture, writing and life and love. It is a tribute to a street
that grows into a large and archetypal symbol and spatial metaphor for books.”
—Muhsin al-Musawi, professor of Arabic and Comparative Studies at
Columbia University and editor of the Journal of Arabic Literature
“The collection of materials in this anthology is astounding and harrowing.
Beausoleil and Shehabi have put together a book that will be adored by
lovers of poetry, essays, journalism, and testimony. It will also be required
reading for anyone interested in social justice.”
—Steven Salaita, associate professor of English, Virginia Tech University
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