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Voices of the Paris 
Commune
Edited by Mitchell Abidor
The Paris Commune of 1871, the first instance of a working-class seizure of 
power, has been subject to countless interpretations; reviled by its enemies 
as a murderous bacchanalia of the unwashed while praised by supporters 
as an exemplar of proletarian anarchism in action. As both a successful 
model to be imitated and as a devastating failure to be avoided. All of the 
interpretations are tendentious. Historians view the working class’s three-
month rule through their own prism, distant in time and space. Voices of 
the Paris Commune takes a different tack. In this book only those who were 
present in the spring of 1871, who lived through and participated in the 
Commune, are heard. 

The Paris Commune had a vibrant press, and it is represented here by its 
most important newspaper, Le Cri du Peuple, edited by Jules Vallès, member 
of the First International. Like any legitimate government, the Paris Commune 
held parliamentary sessions and issued daily printed reports of the heated, 
contentious deliberations that belie any accusation of dictatorship. Included 
in this collection is the transcript of the debate in the Commune, just days 
before its final defeat, on the establishing of a Committee of Public Safety 
and on the fate of the hostages held by the Commune, hostages who would 
ultimately be killed. 

Finally, Voices of the Paris Commune contains a selection from the inquiry 
carried out twenty years after the event by the intellectual review La Revue 
Blanche, asking participants to judge the successes and failures of the Paris 
Commune. This section provides a fascinating range of opinions of this ep-
ochal event.

ABOUT THE EDITOR
Mitchell Abidor is the principal French translator for the Marxists Internet 
Archive and has published several collections of his translations. He is cur-
rently working on translations of further unpublished works by Victor Serge 
and Daniel Guérin.

ACCOLADES
“The Paris Commune of 1871 has been the subject of much ideological 
debate, often far removed from the experiences of the participants them-
selves. If you really want to dig deep into what happened during those 
fateful weeks, reading these eyewitness accounts is mandatory.” 

—Gabriel Kuhn, editor of All Power to the Councils! A Documentary 
History of the German Revolution of 1918–1919

“The Paris Commune holds a place of pride in the hearts of radicals—hero-
ically created from the bottom up and tragically crushed by the forces of 
reaction. Yet, as this collection illustrates, the lessons of the Commune, as 
debated by the Communards themselves, are as enduring and vital as that 
briefly liberated society was inspiring.” 

—Sasha Lilley, author of Capital and Its Discontents


