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When the Bastille was stormed on July 14, 1789, it wasn’t a crowd of
breeches-wearing professionals that attacked the prison, freed the internees, and killed its superintendent, carrying off his head on a pike. It was
the working people of Paris, men who didn’t wear breeches, the sans-culottes, who carried this out.
In the course of the French Revolution the sans-culottes questioned the economic system, the nature of property, the role and even the existence of
religion, and for the first time placed class relations at the heart of a revolutionary upheaval. They did so in an often inchoate fashion, but they were
new players on the stage of history, and the French Revolution constituted
their learning curve.
The Permanent Guillotine is an anthology of figures who expressed the will
and wishes of this nascent revolutionary class, in all its rage, directness,
and contradictoriness. Taken together, these documents provide a full portrait of the left of the left of the Revolution, of the men whose destruction
by Robespierre allowed for Robespierre himself to be destroyed and for
all the progressive measures they advocated and he implemented to be
rolled back.
The revolution they made was ultimately stolen from them, but their attempt
was a fertile one, as their ideas flourished in the actions of generations of
French revolutionaries.
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ACCOLADES
“This valuable collection offers a glimpse of the radical edges of the
French Revolution, and of the popular anger and resolve that alone made
it possible.”
—Peter Hallward, professor of modern European philosophy, Kingston
University

SUBJECT CATEGORY
History-France/Political Activism
PRICE

$14.95

ISBN

978-1-62963-388-6

PAGE COUNT
160

SIZE
8x5

FORMAT

Paperback

PUBLICATION DATE
08/17

DISTRIBUTED BY

Independent Publishers Group
(312) 337-0747
www.ipgbook.com

DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK/EUROPE BY
Turnaround Publisher Services Ltd
t: 020 8829 3000
orders@turnaround-uk.com

“The Great French Revolution was, as Peter Kropotkin put it, ‘the source and
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origin of all the present communist, anarchist, and socialist conceptions,’
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and the sans culottes were the popular driving force behind all its most radiwww.pmpress.org
cal developments. Mitchell Abidor and PM Press are therefore to be coninfo@pmpress.org
gratulated for making available these inspiring texts in English translation.”
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—David Berry, author of A History of the French Anarchist Movement,
1917 to 1945
PM Press was founded in 2007 as an independent publisher with a veteran staff boasting a
wealth of experience in print and online publishing. We seek to create radical and stimulating
fiction and nonfiction books, pamphlets, T-shirts, and visual and audio materials to entertain,
educate, and inspire you.

