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Libertarian Socialism
Politics in Black and Red 
Editors: Alex Prichard, Ruth Kinna, Saku Pinta, and David Berry
The history of anarchist-Marxist relations is usually told as a history of faction-
alism and division. These essays, based on original research and written espe-
cially for this collection, reveal some of the enduring sores in the revolutionary 
socialist movement in order to explore the important, too often neglected left-
libertarian currents that have thrived in revolutionary socialist movements. By 
turns, the collection interrogates the theoretical boundaries between Marxism 
and anarchism and the process of their formation, the overlaps and creative ten-
sions that shaped left-libertarian theory and practice, and the stumbling blocks 
to movement cooperation. Bringing together specialists working from a range 
of political perspectives, the book charts a history of radical twentieth-century 
socialism, and opens new vistas for research in the twenty-first. Contributors 
examine the political and social thought of a number of leading socialists—
Marx, Morris, Sorel, Gramsci, Guérin, C.L.R. James, Hardt and Negri—and 
key movements including the Situationist International, Socialisme ou Barbarie 
and Council Communism. Analysis of activism in the UK, Australasia, and the 
U.S. serves as the prism to discuss syndicalism, carnival anarchism, and the 
anarchistic currents in the U.S. civil rights movement. 

Contributors include Paul Blackledge, Lewis H. Mates, Renzo Llorente, Carl 
Levy, Christian Høgsbjerg, Andrew Cornell, Benoît Challand, Jean-Christophe 
Angaut, Toby Boraman, and David Bates.
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Alex Prichard is senior lecturer in International Relations at the University of 
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Saku Pinta gained his PhD from Loughborough University in 2011. His research 
brought to light the history of the IWW and libertarian socialism more broadly. 
He is the writer and coproducer of To My Son in Spain, (2009) a documen-
tary that tells the story of Finnish-Canadians from Thunder Bay who joined the 
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion of the International Brigades to fight in Spain.

David Berry is senior lecturer in History at Loughborough University. He has 
published widely on the history of the anarchist movement in France and in 
particular on the thought of Daniel Guérin. He is the author of A History of the 
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ACCOLADES
“Just what we need as we move into a new phase of revolt against the obscen-
ity of capitalism: a recovery of the richness of our different traditions of strug-
gle, with their weavings and bumpings. Time to move on, time to redeem the 
struggles of the past. A valuable and welcome collection.”

—John Holloway, author of Change the World Without Taking Power and 
professor of sociology, Autonomous University of Puebla


