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Jena, LA—In a small town in Louisiana, six families are fighting for their
sons’ lives.

Two nooses are left as a warning to black students trying to integrate their
playground, fights break out across town, a white man pulls a shotgun on
black students, someone burns down most of the school, the DA puts six
black students on trial for attempted murder, and the quiet town of Jena

becomes the site of the largest civil rights demonstration in the South since
the 1960s.
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The Jena 6 is the story of hidden racial inequality and violence becoming
visible. It is a powerful symbol for, and example of, how racial justice
works in America—where the lynching noose has been replaced by the DA’s pen.
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Deserter is the journey of Ryan and Jen Johnson—a deserting soldier and
his young wife—as they flee across the country to seek refugee status over
the Canadian border. As they move from safe house to safe house, we
get to know Ryan and Jen—two, shy, smalltown kids from the Central
Valley who joined the military because there were no jobs, and find they
must make a heroic stand in order to escape an illegal and immoral war.
Deserter is a political road movie with one of the few happy endings that
this war has given us.

Special Feature: Discussion with Amy Goodman and US Army Deserter
Ryan Johnson at the North American premiere of Deserter.

Official Selection: ¢ International Documentary Festival of Amsterdam
* OVNI - Barcelona ¢ Singapore International Film Festival ¢ BeyondTV - UK
* Mountain Top Human Rights Film Festival
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