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The Staughton Lynd Reader
Staughton Lynd ° Edited by Andrej Grubacic

From Here To There collects unpublished talks and hard-to-find essays from
legendary activist historian Staughton Lynd. The common theme is the
conviction that humankind should reject capitalism and imperialism, and seek
a transition to another world.

The first section of the Reader collects reminiscences and analyses of the
1960s. A second section offers a vision of how historians might immerse
themselves in popular movements while maintaining their obligation to tell
the truth. In a last group of presentations entitled “Possibilities” and a three-
piece “Conclusion,” Lynd explores what nonviolence, resistance to empire as
a way of life, and working class self-activity might mean in the 21st century.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Staughton Lynd taught American history at Spelman College and Yale
University. He was director of Freedom Schools in the 1964 Mississippi
Freedom Summer. An early leader of the movement against the Vietnam
War, he was blacklisted and unable to continue as an academic. He then
became a lawyer, and in this capacity has assisted rank-and-file workers and
prisoners for the past 30 years.

ABOUT THE EDITOR

Andrej Grubacic is a dissident from the Balkans. A radical historian and
sociologist, he is the author of Globalization and Refusal and the forthcoming
titles: Hidden History of American Democracy and Don’t Mourn, Balkanize!
A fellow traveler of Zapatista-inspired direct action movements, and a
cofounder of Global Balkans Network and Balkan Z Magazine, he is a
visiting professor of sociology at the University of San Francisco.

ACCOLADES

“I met Staughton and Alice Lynd nearly fifty years ago in Atlanta. Staughton’s
reflective and restless life has never ceased in its exploring. This book is his
great gift to the next generations.”

—Tom Hayden

“Staughton Lynd’s work is essential reading for anyone dedicated to
implementing social justice. The essays collected in this book provide unique
wisdom and insights into United States history and possibilities for change,
summed up in two tenets: leading from below and solidarity.”

—Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, author of Outlaw Woman

“This remarkable collection demonstrates the compassion and intelligence
of one of America’s greatest public intellectuals. To his explorations of
everything from Freedom Schools to the Battle of Seattle, Staughton Lynd
brings lyricism, rigour, a historian’s eye for irony, and an unshakable
commitment to social transformation.

—Raij Patel, author of The Value of Nothing
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