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Crisis and Care
Queer Activist Responses to a Global Pandemic
Adrian Shanker • Foreword by Rea Carey
Crisis and Care reveals what is possible when activists mobilize for the radical 
changes our society needs. In a time of great uncertainty, fear, and isolation, 
Queer activists organized for health equity, prison abolition, racial justice, and 
more. Nobody who lived through the COVID-19 pandemic will soon forget 
the challenges, sacrifices, and incredible loss felt during such an uncertain 
time in history. Crisis and Care anthologizes not what happened during 
COVID-19, or why it happened, but rather how Queer activists responded 
in real time. It considers the necessity to memorialize resiliency as well as 
loss, hope as well as pain, to remember the strides forward as well as the 
steps back. Activist contributors Zephyr Williams, Mark Travis Rivera, Jamie 
Gliksburg, Denise Spivak, Emmett Patterson, Omar Gonzales-Pagan, Kenyon 
Farrow, and more provide a radical lens through which future activists can 
consider effective strategies to make change, even or perhaps especially, 
during periods of crisis.
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ACCOLADES
“Adrian Shanker has emerged in recent years as an urgent and prescient 
voice on matters concerning queer health. Crisis and Care: Queer Activist 
Responses to a Global Pandemic is timely, important and shares a message 
we ignore at our own peril. The response to COVID-19 from LGBTQ com-
munities is informed by our own experience with a deadly pandemic made 
vastly worse by poor presidential leadership. Our lived experience over the 
past 40 years has valuable lessons for how we should be addressing today’s 
viral threats.”

—Sean Strub, author of Body Counts: A Memoir of Politics, Sex, AIDS, 
and Survival


