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Abolishing Surveillance
Digital Media Activism and State Repression 
Chris Robé
The Department of Justice sought information on all who visited the DisruptJ20.org 
website for Donald Trump’s inauguration. Undercover agents infiltrate BlackLivesMatter 
protests. Police routinely command bystanders to stop filming them by falsely claiming it 
is a crime. Agricultural states such as Iowa, Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming enact laws that 
criminalize the filming of factory farm cruelty while allowing other-than-human animal 
suffering to continue unabated. Dissent and poverty are increasingly criminalized by 
the state as precarity grows.

Abolishing Surveillance offers the first in-depth study of how various communities and 
activist organizations are resisting such efforts by integrating digital media activism 
into their actions against state surveillance and repression and for a better world. 
The book focuses on a wide array of movements within the United States such as 
Latinx copwatching groups in New York City, Muslim and Arab American communities 
in Minneapolis, undercover animal rights activists, and countersummit protesters to 
explore the ways in which government surveillance and repression impacts them and, 
more importantly, their different but related online and offline tactics and strategies 
employed for self-determination and liberation. Digital media production becomes a 
core element in such organizing as cell phones and other forms of handheld technol-
ogy become more ubiquitous. Yet such uses of technology can only be successfully 
employed when built upon strong grassroots organizing that has always been essential 
for social movements to take root. Neither idealizing nor disparaging the digital media 
activism explored within its pages, Abolishing Surveillance analyzes the successes and 
failures that accompany each case study. The book explores the historically shifting 
terrain since the 1980s to the present of how historically disenfranchised communities, 
activist organizations, and repressive state institutions battle over the uses of digital 
technology and media-making practices as civil liberties, community autonomy, and 
the very lives of people and other-than-human animals hang in the balance.
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ACCOLADES
“A much-needed text in a world of unbridled state surveillance, Robé’s follow-up to 
Breaking the Spell takes a deep dive into the dangerous world of cop-watching in 
working-class communities of color, Muslim American countersurveillance collectives, 
the investigative work of animal rights activists, and the independent media produced 
by countersummit protesters. Once again Robé’s work is informed by interviews with 
the grassroots media activists taking the risks necessary to protect and further their 
movements. But Abolishing Surveillance does not shy away from offering constructive 
critiques of the groups showcased and gives us insight to the way forward and on 
how to survive life under Big Brother now and for years to come.”

—Franklin López, anarchist filmmaker, founder of sub.Media


